
THE TRUTH ABOUT LUNG CANCER 

Finding out that a family member, friend or colleague has been diagnosed with cancer is a harsh reality 

to come to terms with. It’s compounded by the first question that almost everyone asks: Is he/she a 

smoker? People with lung cancer are routinely blamed as responsible for their condition. 

The truth is that nearly 80% of new lung cancer cases are former (at least 10 years) (60%) and never 

smokers (17.9%).1 Only 20.9% of new cases are current smokers. It’s time to make people aware that 

lung cancer is not a smoker’s only disease. We need your help to educate as many people as possible. 

KEY FACTS: 

Lung cancer is the 2nd leading cause of all deaths in the US.2 

Lung cancer accounts for 27% of all cancer deaths, more than breast, prostate and colon cancers 

combined. 3 

Lung cancer is kills more women than any other cancer – nearly 200 women each day. Most die within a 

year of diagnosis.4 

The 5-year survival rate of lung cancer is 15.9%. Breast cancer has advanced to 98.6% and prostate 

cancer to 99.2%.5 

Lung Cancer is the LEAST FUNDED cancer is terms of research dollars per death of all the major cancers.4 

For more information about lung cancer and the real facts about it, visit the Bonnie J. Addario Lung 

Cancer Foundation website at: http://www.lungcancerfoundation.org/ 
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